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Ideas for Salisbury Diocese Mothers’ Union Groups in 2011
Before you start, please take a look at the resources for the 2011 Theme: 

Faithful Relationship   they could keep you going all year

Remember our membership of Mothers’ Union is about everyone but ourselves! 
January  - 
Epiphany – Party 4 Free with epiphany theme – not for members only but church 



and community families – choose games that are fun and free to introduce 



the Bye Buy Childhood Campaign



Maybe post Christmas is a time when the Women’s Refuges see more clients – involve your 


church and community in collecting items for these people – or cash – but help others to 


know what is happening and that MU cares

February – 
Candlemas – another excuse for a party – maybe for older folks in the community when we 


think about Simeon and Anna – grandparents may have as much influence over children as 


parents – take another angle on Bye Buy Childhoood 

NB DVD for Bye Buy Childhood

  

 National Marriage Week – see Families First  or  www.relationshipcentral.org  

            Work with the clergy to host a Valentine’s Dinner for couples of all ages, serving a special 


meal and a taster of the Marriage Course

      
            There are plenty of other ideas for Marriage Week around the diocese.

March -  
Shrove Tuesday – an introduction to Lent – Fleur Dorrell’s Lent Study Book – buy one in 


faith (you can always use it yourself) and suggest it is used in the parish


            A Text Share/Auction – there are a number of versions could lead to a discipline of 


 reading the Bible during Lent.

            Lady Day – what is planned for your deanery – as well as an act of worship – why



not an act of service within your community which demonstrates what MU is about?

April

Mothering Sunday – get someone else to do the flowers this year and find another way



to contribute to the celebrations – maybe work with families on a workshop the week before?


Is there a connection we can make with the local school?



There are some great ideas around for sharing the Easter story – do some research and 



with clergy involvement work with others in your church to do this.



Easter Baskets to pass around, labyrinth style activities, www.therealeasteregg.org 



a children’s club in the holidays...



We could also remember MU work overseas while we are remembering Jesus saving death 



and resurrection for everyone – maybe some Lent meals could be held for this work.

May

National Family Week comes at the end of this month – another opportunity for a gathering


of some sort – make links throughout the year with groups in your community and work 



together on an event – keeping the Bye Buy Childhood theme in mind, make sure it doesn’t



cost a lot!   Remember to share Families First  with everyone.


Pentecost provides a further excuse for a labyrinth type event or a spring BBQ

June

Time to think about holidays – could you put together some packs and ideas for children 



on our Exmouth Holiday to enjoy – we could certainly be praying for the team and guests.



Maybe we could use this month to find others in our church to help clean the church and 



brass!

July

Wave of Prayer month – perhaps we could concentrate on Families Worldwide and learn 



More about Mothers Union work across the world – use the magazine as the basis for a 



Quiz, chose a country and have a themed meeting – food, music, dress...Garden Party with 



a difference.
August
Holiday month for many, including AFIA – Exmouth and caravan.   It is also Mary



Sumner Day – think of an excuse to tell others what continues to happen as a result of her 



faithfulness.

September
8th Literacy Day – think of something you could not do if you were illiterate and devise an



activity around this – something with school – reading with children regularly could be 



offered this month – share some Christian books with the Toddler Group or ask a 



Christian bookshop to come and show you what is available for children today (invite families 



to come to this too – change your meeting time though).

October
17th International Day for the Eradication of Poverty – might give some ideas



18th – 24th (2010)  Parent Week UK www.familyandparenting.org   


You could encourage your parish to hold an alternative-to-Halloween Light Party

November
Prison Week – A&O Unit needs writers for cards to send to offenders – find out what MU can



do for families affected by imprisonment – especially if you are close to one of the 5 prisons 



in Salisbury diocese.



Advent begins here – another chance to consider scripture or prepare the travelling crib

December
St Nicolas’ Day is 6th December – let’s have a party with Santa and leave Christmas for 



Jesus!  
