The Hannah Project
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As members of Mothers’ Union in Salisbury Diocese we, like all dioceses in the UK, wonder how we might increase our membership.  We long to see this happen because we believe that the aim and objects of Mothers’ Union are as relevant today as they were in 1876.  We are convinced that new members will want to express their commitment to our objectives in a different way and we need to find appropriate ways for this to happen.

The inspiration for the project comes from the story of Hannah, so we invite all our members to read the first two chapters of the Book of 1 Samuel.
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Here we find the devout and prayerful Hannah praying to God for the gift of a child.  At first the priest, Eli, was disturbed by the intensity of Hannah’s prayer, suggesting she was drunk.  But he realised the depth of her faith and trust in the Lord to give her a son and blessed her.  As part of her prayer Hannah promised to give the child back to her Lord’s service in the temple once he was weaned.  The child Samuel was nurtured by Hannah, returned to the care of the temple and became a leader of the Israelites, bringing the people back to the Word of the Lord.   Hannah’s subsequent  prayer of praise is echoed in the words of Mary we know as the Magnificat.

The Hannah Project in Salisbury Diocese will mean three things:

1.  We  will have opportunities to learn more about the awesome nature of our God, build up our faith and increase our boldness in prayer.

Trustees will come to branches or groups of branches around Lady Day to explore this subject.

There will be a sign up sheet at council or please contact the office.

2. We will celebrate all that God is already doing in our diocese through the work and ministry of members in branches, parishes, schools and through new projects.  In doing so, we will identify where God is at work and focus our prayer in these areas – this could be individuals as well as ministries and projects.

Invite to your branch someone who knows about our projects to update you and let you know what the current prayer needs are.
3. We will anticipate that the Lord will bring new members to Mothers’ Union as a result of our prayers and activities and that, like Hannah, we will have the courage to allow these people to express their membership in whatever ways the Lord leads. 
 We need to be prepared to celebrate new birth.
WE ARE ALREADY ACTIVE...even as when we are seated...

We recognise the prayer that already goes on – we pray 

· as Indoor Members,

· as members of Prayer and Fellowship Groups

· as members of the emergency Prayer Chain, 

· when we meet together in our branches

making use of the monthly Intercession and Prayer leaflet lovingly prepared for our use  which also offers us the opportunity to pray for those in need.

· As Mothers’ Union members, united by “Families Worldwide”, which provides us with daily prayer topics as well as informing our prayer for members throughout the world.  

· Using “Families Worldwide” at midday which unites us with members throughout the world every day.  
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The Faith Unit resources us with a Diocesan cycle of prayer and formats for use on Lady Day and in the July Wave of Prayer.  

Those members who subscribe to “Families First”, (and all members should do so), will learn from this magazine fresh ways of engaging in the ministry of Mothers’ Union which inspire our faith and prayer.

The 2012 theme, “Your Gift? Discover and Celebrate”, provides resources to help us discern and appreciate our own unique gifts and those of others in our communities as we work to fulfil our vocation to build God’s Kingdom through Mothers’ Union

Using information  and prayers on our own website and the Mothers’ Union website

   I am sure there is more.  We celebrate your commitment and capacity to pray.  Now let’s discover what our God 

   can do!

Hannah was part of a praying and worshipping community too.  Her story gives us the opportunity to focus our prayer on the power of the Lord of hosts - the ‘God-of-the-Angel-Armies’, (Message Bible),  with a specific request to grant us a new generation of members to bring the people back to the ways of the Lord.

So, when we hear about The Hannah Project  in Salisbury diocese, it is a call to pray in confidence to a powerful and loving God, knowing for what we are asking, and expecting to see fresh expressions of membership as a result.





SO, please keep some space in your programme around Lady Day, perhaps in deaneries or clusters.   Trustees would like to come and share this project with you through worship and workshop.  1 ½ hours would be about right for the whole programme.









